


The original New Castle Elks Lodge (Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 69) was built in 1887 and was one of the 

earliest Elks lodges in the country. By 1915 the Elks had outgrown their building and in 1916 a new lodge was built 

that was one of the most prominent and remarkable landmarks in the town of New Castle, Pennsylvania. The parade 

and the dedication were huge events that drew Elks members from across the region; the townspeople were offered 

tours of the new quarters. Elks Lodge members were primarily from vaudeville and theater groups, which may explain 

the theatrical character of the oval room on the third floor of the building. According to the Lawrence County Memoirs, 

“The new building had a large basement and three full stories, with a large meeting/dancing hall on the top floor, a 

billiards parlor, social rooms, a two-lane bowling alley, a kitchen and dining area, locker rooms and shower facilities, 

and a reading and writing room.”
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Originally part of the Crown Cork & Seal Company, the factory at 1500 Barclay St. in Baltimore, Maryland, that 

would later become Lebow was built by architect Herbert West in 1914 to serve as a machine shop. According 

to the Baltimore Heritage website, “between two and three hundred people worked at the machine shop and 

employees benefited from amenities including an outdoor rooftop recreation area for ladies and a separate area for 

men in the building’s courtyard.” In 1950 the building was leased to the Lebow Brothers Clothing Company, which 

manufactured high-end men’s apparel including suits and coats, hundreds of which were still left in the factory when 

it closed in 1985. The closure was due to a variety of factors, including relaxed dress standards in the workplace, 

which led to an overall decline in men’s clothing stores.

The factory building was redeveloped by Seawall Development Corporation as part of a $26.5 million project to 

repurpose the site for the Baltimore Design School. The groundbreaking for the school was slated to take place on 

May 7, 2013 and it opened for the 2013–2014 academic year.
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For quite some time, the Carrie Furnaces in Rankin, Pennsylvania, were open to anyone intrepid enough to hike there. 

After you had made your way through an overgrown employee parking lot, down an embankment and back up 

onto an elevated railroad track, the furnaces loomed up above you in the distance like a steampunk mirage. As you 

neared them, the enormity of their scale seemed impossible; the empty field around them both exaggerated their size 

and isolated them, as though they were an industrial island, perhaps an odd growth that sprouted from a bolt or gear 

someone had planted there a century ago.

Built in 1906, the furnaces themselves tower 140 feet above the grassy plains around them, with plants and trees of 

all kinds weaving their way in and out of the gigantic pipes and ladders like sinews. Several of the buildings still stand, 

their substantial size dwarfed by the furnaces. On the side facing the waterfront, a segment of the elevated railway 

remains, no longer connected to anything except a gargantuan gantry crane that has been rusted in place for decades.

For all intents and purposes, it seems like the last vestiges of a civilization of giants. Rather than flaking frescoes or 

cracked religious reliefs adorning the walls, there are indecipherable graffiti tags from over the years. It is hard to 

imagine that such a place was ever inhabited, or that the furnaces once roared. The silence is nearly absolute, save 

for the rustle of the wind in the leaves or an occasional deer bounding through the grass.
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The Frank R. Phillips Power Station was built to provide coal-fueled electricity to the Pittsburgh area from South Heights, 

PA in 1942. At the time of its dedication in 1943, it was capable of providing power to the entire Pittsburgh area 

on its own and was intended to supplement the heavy demand created by the boom in local industry during World 

War II. Originally owned by Duquesne Light and Orion Power Midwest and named after its president at the time, 

the Frank R. Phillips Power Station changed hands several times during the course of its operations, but the decision 

to idle it was made in the 1990s because of a lack of industries in the area and a subsequent lack of demand for 

power production on the scale provided by the Frank R. Philips Power Station.
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The Northeast Manual Training School in Philadelphia (known later as the Julia de Burgos Magnet Middle School and 

Thomas A. Edison High School) was originally built in Fairhill in either 1890 or 1905, depending on which source 

is consulted. It was a time when the idea of a publicly funded free school for the working class was progressive and 

controversial. Structured like a medieval castle, with turrets, stone lions flanking the entrance, and gargoyles encrusting 

the cornices, Northeast High School was a prestigious institution that taught trades to area students. Albert Einstein, 

Babe Ruth, Herbert Hoover, and Amelia Earhart were among the dignitaries who visited the school, but as the minority 

population in the neighborhood increased in the 1950s it was decided to build a new Northeast High School in a 

more suburban area. The old school was left to deteriorate due to systematic neglect.

During the Vietnam War, the former Northeast High School had the distinction of having the most casualties among 

its alumni. By the 1990s it was infested with rats and falling apart; fewer than fifty percent of the math teachers could 

do basic math themselves, textbooks were outdated or non-existent, and outbursts of violence were commonplace. 

Named the worst school in Philadelphia, it was taken over by a private contractor (Edison), which was to provide 

education. Edison built a new building and closed the older one shortly thereafter in 2002, leaving it to vandalism 

and decay. 
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St. Bonaventure Roman Catholic Church in the Fairhill neighborhood of Philadelphia was designed in 1894 by Edwin 

Forrest Durang, who built over 100 ecclesiastical structures in a typically Roman Baroque style. Fairhill’s large population 

of German Catholic immigrants had been drawn there by the prospect of work at the myriad of industries in the area, 

which included iron foundries, soap and textile factories, lumber and coal yards, and a coffin factory among others. 

Some immigrants were also fleeing the persecution of Catholics in Germany at the time. A University of Pennsylvania 

report stated that one reason for the foundation of St. Bonaventura parish was that a neighborhood inhabitant “had tired 

of traveling to the German parish of St. Boniface on Norris Square, twelve blocks to the east of his home.”

Named after a 13th-century philosopher known as the “Seraphic Doctor,” the Gothic church that would serve the parish 

took twelve years to complete due to limited resources. It was a difficult project that required a tremendous amount of 

perseverance, sacrifice, and hard work by members of the neighborhood. Many of the church’s architectural features 

were either directly imported from Germany or created by local German craftsmen. The interior was adorned with 

marble wainscoting, two-story marbleized columns, and gold leaf stenciling, and the Munich Pictorial Style stained 

glass windows were produced by highly regarded companies in Philadelphia, Dusseldorf, and Austria.
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Built to serve the rapidly growing industrial base around it, the Westport Generating Station was opened in 1906 on a 

12-acre parcel of land on the bank of the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River in Baltimore. This was the same year that 

Consolidated Gas Electric Light & Power Company, Baltimore Gas & Electric’s predecessor, absorbed all competing 

electric companies in the city, as it had done with all rival gas companies eighteen years previously. Westport, 

originally a steam plant, was at the time of its construction reputed to be the largest reinforced concrete building in the 

world. Using concrete rather than wood made the plant fire-resistant, and when Consolidated decided to merge all the 

smaller plants it had acquired in 1906 to one location in 1908, Westport was the natural choice. 

At the time, Westport boasted the tallest smokestack in Baltimore at 209 feet and its steam and combustion turbines 

could produce 252 megawatts. Conveyors raised coal to an elevated railway that ran over the top of the plant and 

delivered it to the furnaces below. The 1940s were a prosperous time for Consolidated. Industrial output during World 

War II was high, leading the company to increase its generating capacity. In 1948 the Westport facility was expanded 

and renovated but by the 1950s the production of plastics had taken a toll on the nearby factories, and the community 

library and theater closed. Westport Generating Station closed in 1993 and the neighborhood’s last surviving factory, 

the Carr Lowry Glass Company, closed a decade later, plunging the area into poverty and blight.
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There is little information available on the coal-fired power plant I’ve renamed Atlantic Avenue Power Station to protect 

its location. Most news sources state it opened in the mid 1900s; some sources state it was in the 1920s but I believe 

this an error and rather the time when a massive consolidation of all the city’s gas and electric companies occurred. For 

many years, the power station was the sole provider of electricity for the entire city, with well over 100,000 customers.

The plant closed in the early 1970s as a result of the shift toward generating electricity via nuclear power. Nearly 

a decade ago it was sold to a developer but plans to rehabilitate it have been in limbo, mired in bankruptcy 

proceedings. The 50-acre waterfront property was slated to be repopulated with hotels, shops, restaurants, and an 

expansion of the nearby convention center, but two of its investors defaulted and litigation was required to remove 

them from the project. According to a 2013 news article, both the investors who had been removed and the 

development company that remained had histories of fraud and bribery. 
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The town in which the Fox Hotel (a pseudonym) was built was known for its “healing waters” even before the 

Revolutionary War. The area’s mineral springs drew many visitors over the years and by the late 19th century it had 

become a fashionable spa that attracted such notables as the Vanderbilts, the Macys, Ulysses S. Grant, Charles 

Dickens, and Oscar Wilde. Hotels, bath houses, cottages, boarding houses, and pavilions were built in styles 

including Beaux Arts, Mission Style, Gothic Revival, Colonial Revival, Greek Revival, and Renaissance Revival; 

Italianate and Queen Anne were the most popular. The town began falling out of favor with its wealthy clientele by the 

early 1900s, however, partly because another nearby town’s racetracks and casinos eclipsed the waning popularity 

of drinking and bathing in mineral water.
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The New Jersey Zinc plant in Palmerton, Pennsylvania, was built in 1898 and was the reason for the founding of 

the town. Palmerton was ideally located near both the anthracite coal mines and the zinc mines necessary for a 

large-scale zinc-smelting plant, and in 1917 the world’s largest zinc research and technology center was built there. 

By most accounts, New Jersey Zinc’s company town was beautiful and had better-than-average medical care and 

educational opportunities for the residents. The zinc produced by the plant was found in a myriad of products, 

including galvanized steel, tires, and brass, and it was used by the military in both World Wars. In 1966 New Jersey 

Zinc merged with Gulf+Western and operated as a subsidiary; in 1981 it was bought out and renamed Horsehead 

Industries after New Jersey Zinc’s logo. Shortly thereafter it made the list of Superfund sites and a long-drawn-out battle 

with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began over the terrible toll the plant had taken on the mountains and 

forests nearby. Conservative estimates reported over 2,000 acres heavily polluted with lead, arsenic, cadmium, 

copper, manganese, and zinc. The nearby mountainside, located in an area otherwise known for lush forestation, 

had the blasted, lifeless look of an asteroid because the soil had been rendered sterile and vegetation could no longer 

grow there. Nearby forested areas had a dead, petrified look because the bacteria that decomposed the wood had 

also been killed.
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